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[6] Shakefpear (who with fome Errors not to be avoided in
that Age, had, undoubtedly, a larger Soul of Poefie than ever
any of our Nation) was the firfl, who, to fhun the pains of
continual Rhyming, invented that kind of Writing, which we
call Blank Perfe, but the French more properly, Profe Mefurte;
into which the Engllfh Tongue fo naturally flides, that in Writing
Profe 'tis hardly to be avoided. And therefore, I admire, fays
Dryden, that fome Men fhould perpetually fuimble in a way fo
eafie.
[p. 103, 4]
[7] We thought, becaufe Shakefpear and Fletcher went no
farther, that there [defcribing paffion without rhyme] the
Pillars of Poetry were to be erected.
[p. 104]
[8] Dryden tells us, that the Poet Efchylus was held in the
fame Veneration by the Athenians of After-Ages, as Shakefpear
is with us.
{Characters and Censures^ p. 2]
[9] JFinJtanley tells us, that Beaumont and Fletcher joyned
together, made one of the happy Triumvirate (the other two
being Johnfon and Shakefpear) of the chief Dramatlck Poets of
our Nation, in the laft foregoing Age. . . . Shakefpear in his
pure Vein of Wit, and natural Poetlck Height. . . ,
[p. 22]
[10] Dryden fays, that Beaumont and Fletcher had, with the
advantage of Shakefpear $ Wit, which was their precedent, great
Natural Gifts, improved by Study.
[p. 22]
[u] Their Plots were generally more regular than Shake-
fpears. . . . Their Plays are now the moft pleafant and frequent
Entertainments of the Stage; two of theirs being a&ed through
the year for one of Shakefpear*s or Johnforfs . . . Shakefpear &
Language is likewife a little obfolete . . .
[p. 22, 231